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Relaxed elegance is the phrase which springs to mind when writing about my stay at the Anantara Layan Phuket Resort, where | spent three

days laying by my private pool, enjoying the discreet service of my two (yes, two!) butlers, and living the life of a millionaire in my three-storey

Residence at the luxury five-star getaway that is perfect for families, couples and singles alike.
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LAYAN ABOUT
IN THE SUN

OKI1 EDITOR, GEMMA WHITE JETTED
OFF TO PHUKET TO ENJOY THE RELAXED
LUXURY OF THE RESIDENCES AT THE
ANANTARA LAYAN PHUKET RESORT

IN THAILAND
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elaxed elegance is the phrase which

springs to mind when writing about my

stay at the Anantara Layan Phuket Resort,

where I spent three days laying by my
private pool, enjoying the discreet service of my
two (yes, two!) butlers, and living the life of a
millionaire in my three-storey Residence at the
luxury five-star getaway that is perfect for
families, couples and singles alike.

In Residence

Set into a steep hillside, offering stunning views
across the Andaman Sea, the Anantara Layan
Phuket Resort is a 20-minute drive from the
shiny new Phuket International Airport. After
we arrived, we were whisked up a meandering,
tree-lined road to where The Residences are

to be found, and to the Villa Caron, a three-
bedroom sea view residence which proved to
be jaw-dropping even to a seasoned Phuket
sitor such as my:
Ideal for up to nine guests @lthough there were
only four of us), the Villa Caron was just one of
six Residences options, which can accommodate

TRAVEL

ning By Design!
dinner, and choose
where in the
picturesque’resort
you want to dine

The views were
stunning, and we
loved the luxe details,
such as the ‘window’
in the pool floor.

between six and 21 guests. Check-in

was quick, painless and done wholly

in-room, making it so much easier for

anyone travelling with kids or who've

come a long way and just want to relax.
Our Villa was designed Thai-style, to

‘make the most of the amazing year-round

weather, turning every move between

the bedrooms and living quarters into

an alfresco experience. The vast, high-

ceilinged living room and dining room

were perfect for family gatherings, an

the small kitchen sufficed for everyday

use, while the vast chefs kitchen down a

staircase adjacent o the dining area was where

catering could be done for larger groups, and

to prepare breakfast in-room

itler Service
With two butlers looking after u
not used to having staff, Su
ladies tasked with taking
kids — were so incredible and easy to live with,
it was genuinely like vacationing with family

ind Om - the

MY HOLIDAY SNAPS
Take a sneak peek into my stay
at the Anantara Layan Phuket Resort

even if youre

are of us and our two

OK! stayed in
the luxurious
Villa Caron
(above), with
incredible
Séa views

members. Moving seamlessly into our daily
schedule, pretty soon they were anticipating our
needs - cup of tea at 11am each day? Yes, please!
~ entertaining the kids and making sugge:

as to how we could entertain ourselves
well as being on hand to snap family pi

pread out over three floors,
1 for large gatherings of famili
while there are plenty of places
and hangout, you can also take some
much needed time out. On the upper level were
the living and dining rooms,
bedroom with amazing vie
a flight of stone steps brought us o the lower
level where there were two further bedrooms,
a couple’s spa room — with a window in the
ing through which we could see the pool
above — a vast study and another bathroom, all
coming off a long, cool corridor. Above the main
i st rooftop deck that was

Leaving our Residence was a difficult thing to do,
simply because it was s0 beautiful we wanted

to stay there forever. But we did manage to tear
ourselves away from our home from home to
explore the resort, The private beach is beautiful,
with low waves lapping at the shore, making it
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Even simple eggs
Benedict (left) was
beautifully presented.
Below: The beach
was ideal for kids



Rélax in the spa,
or take a cookery
class (below) and
learvto whip up
some Thai classics

perfect for little ones
to paddle. Better still
for little explorers,
the sea flows inland
in a gorgeous inlet
surrounded on either
ide by towering trees,
giving a jungle feel to
any adventurous stroll
taken down there.
There's also an array of
Walersports (o enjoy, as
well as cooking classes, at which you can tuck
into your creations afterwards. I learnt to make
the classic mango with sticky rice, and have been
wowing my friends with my skills ever since. For
those of you crazy... sorry, I meant ‘dedicated
enough to workout while you're on hols, there'
great gym, which goes beyond just providing state
of the art machinery to work up a sweat on. Sign
up for group boot camp, body weight training and
TRX, as well as a host of holistic classes including
yoga, For anyone seeking (o find balance, book

in for a session with their crystal and reiki healing
‘masters, or book yourself into the spa, which
features seven luxurious treatment rooms using
luxe elemis products.

After three days at the Villa Caron at The
Residences, we had been so thoroughly spoilt
and well looked after, it was a wrench to leave,
and we briefly wondered if we could stage a
protest sit-in to be allowed to stay forever.
And although the accommodation at the Anantara
Layan Phuket Resort is ideal for family holidays,
you could also host an incredible family reunion,
wedding (there’s a chapel set into the cliffside),
birthday celebration, or even vacation with friends
there, thanks to the vast array of things to do
(or not to do if you choose), and the fact that
it is so child-friendly.

So, will I be back? 'm already planning it... E

VISIT PHUKET-UAYAN.ANANTARA. COM

BY GEMMA EWHITE

DINE IN STYLE
Anantara Layan Phuket Resort boasts
Jive dining options, each a paean to casual,
laidback elegance for that five-star sand-
between-your-toes vibe the island is
rightly famous for

SALA LAYAN
The restaurant where we enjoyed breakfast
every moring has incredible views of lhe privale:
beach from the ferrace and serves as the resort's
international and ltalian eatery. For breakfast, we:
tucked info freshly prepared eggs and pancates,
as well as Asian rice and noodles, and delicious
mini pols of everything from yoghurt with fresh
berries to salted caramel and apple. For

ala carte lunch and dinner. Tuck info fradifional
ltalian dishes, meats and seafood, including
Wagyu ravioli and Layan seafood soup.

DEE PLEE

As a huge fan of Thai food, dinner at Dee Plee
(below) was o highlight, os | could enicy o
selection of reginal specialfies, ncluding fresh
salads (oh pomelo, how | ove youl), curries and
noodles, dl in a relaxed ambience.

BREEZE

Open from 8pm fil midnight, Breeze is the resort's
pool and lounge bar, which boasts in-pool
daybeds o stretch out on, ensuring you stay

cool while you sip. You can also order from

the extensive menu, and we parficularly

enjoyed the sliders.

IN ROOM DINING

We loved the in-oom dining, not least for the
sheer choice of opfions available. Making it even
easier, our room service meals were received then
beauffully loid out on the dining room fable by
our buflers, Susie and Om. Also, you can arrange
for a chef fo visit and cook up a BBQ feast in
your Residence, o, if you like to do it yourseff,
they can provide everything you need for

a poolside Barbie.

DINING BY DESIGN

Whether you're celebrating something special
or simply want to freat yourselves fo a bespoke
dining experience, the resort’s Dining by Design
sees a personalised meny created by your
personal chef in the chosen area of your choice
and at the fime of your choice. Might | suggest
picking the Clfside chapel (see below - those
viewsl) af sundown. Plus, the table is decorated
o maich your occasion, and there'l be a personal
butler on hand,
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